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SFA Export Library Market Reports on Food Import Regulations and Standards 
Country of Origin Singapore (SG) 

Country of Destination [Region] Macau SAR (MO), China 

Food Product Category Fish and Seafood Products 

Product Code HS Codes: 0302 – 0309, 1604/1605 
 

The information in this document has been compiled and provided by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA). SFA emphasises that importers and 
exporters have the responsibility to find out the import requirements of destination countries/regions/markets. Exporters are advised to confirm 
with their importers on the import requirements and eligibility of their product before exporting. 

SN Sub-header Details 

1 Product eligibility / 
ineligibility 

Fish and seafood products are eligible for export from Singapore to Macau. Importers of fish and seafood 
products must obtain the import license issued by the Municipal Affairs Bureau and accept inspection and 
quarantine before import.  
 

2 Importing country 
authority 

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) is responsible for monitoring the compliance with various norms, mainly in 
the aspects of public health, food safety, animal and plant supervision and the behaviors, projects and activities 
of obtaining administrative licenses or permits. 
 
As an establishment under the IAM, the Department of Food Safety is the competent authority in regulating 
the import of fish and seafood products to Macau. It consists of division of risk management and planning, 
division of risk assessment, division of risk communication and division of food inspection. The division of risk 
management and planning is responsible for implementing laws or regulations related to food safety, 
formulating food safety policies, plans and objectives, monitoring food safety, investigating and handling food 
safety incidents and complaints. The division of risk assessment is responsible for risk assessment and research 
related to food safety, formulating food safety guidelines, and providing scientific suggestions for food safety 

https://www.iam.gov.mo/e/default/
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/e/aboutus
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standards and food safety risk management. The division of risk communication is responsible for 
communicating and contacting with international organizations, enterprises and consumers, publishing food 
safety information and food early warning information, and holding food safety related training, publicity, 
exhibition and other activities. The division of food inspection is responsible for monitoring the import of animal 
products, and issuing licenses. 
 
The Economic and Technological Development Bureau (DSEDT) is responsible for studying, coordinating and 
implementing the economic and scientific and technological development policies of the Macau, including the 
registration of controlled foreign trade activities, the issuance of foreign trade activity permits, the formulation 
of a quota system for foreign trade activities and the follow-up of relevant work. 
 

3 Pre-export 
approvals by the 
importing country 

Products 
No product listing is required for fish and seafood products exported from Singapore to Macau. However, for 
fish and seafood products imported into Macau, it is necessary to apply for import license and make an 
appointment for import food inspection and quarantine in Macau. 
 
Establishments 
No establishment listing is required for fish and seafood products exported from Singapore to Macau. 
 
Importers & Exporters 
Macau's Foreign Trade Law (Law No. 7/2003) and the relevant goods table updating the foreign trade law (Chief 
Executive Decision No. 209/2021) stipulate the categories of food that need to apply for import license from 
the IAM: HS code 0301 (0301.91.00–0301.99.90), 0302–0304, 0305.42.00, 0305.51.00, 0306 (0306.11.00–
0306.17.90, 0306.31.00–0306.99.00), 0307 (0307.11.00–0307.43.00, 0307.51.00, 0307.52.00, 0307.60.10, 
0307.60.20, 0307.71.00, 0307.72.00, 0307.81.00–0307.84.00, 0307.91.00, 0307.92.00), 0308 (0308.11.00, 
0308.12.00, 0308.21.00, 0308.22.00, 0308.30. 10, 0308.30.20, 0308.90.10, 0308.90.20). Fish and seafood 
products subject to inspection and quarantine: HS code 0301– 0308, 1604, 1605. 

https://www.dsedt.gov.mo/en_US/web/public/pg_home?_refresh=true
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2003/25/lei07_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2021/52/despce_cn.asp#209
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2021/52/despce_cn.asp#209
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Procedures for processing import license/declaration and advance booking for sanitary inspection, please 
apply here. To apply for an import license, you need to fill in an import license application form, including the 
operator (name, address and telephone number), the registration number of controlled foreign trade activities, 
the description of foreign trade activities, the date and number of the license. The import license shall be 
purchased from the license issuing unit. The import license shall be in quintuplicate, which shall be kept by the 
entity issuing the license, the customs, the Bureau of statistics and census and the operator respectively. For 
other information and instructions for filling in the declaration form, please refer to the circular on Publishing 
the Foreign Trade Activity Permit and the Printed Form of the Declaration Form, as well as the Relevant Filling 
Instructions. 
 
Importer of fish and seafood products must also register controlled foreign trade activities in the name of an 
individual or company before the products are imported. The materials submitted include: application for 
registration of controlled foreign trade activities, photocopy of the applicant's valid identity documents. If 
authorized by a third party, the relevant power of attorney and photocopies of the identity documents of the 
authorized signatory must be submitted. 
 
The registration for controlled external trade operations is to be made by an external trade operator prior to 
the importation or exportation of goods subject to licensing control. License-issuing authorities and Macao 
Customs Service determine the authority and specimen of the signature of the operator conducting external 
trade activities based on the registered information. 
 
The registration is one-off and only needs to be done before the first licence application is submitted. After 
registration, the operator will be issued a Controlled External Trade Operations Registration Number, which is 
used for licence applications and goods subject to quarantine. The registration is not mandatory, but rather an 
administrative measure to facilitate the import and export procedures for external trade operators. 
 

https://www.iam.gov.mo/e/food/adminDefault/22
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/ii/2021/06/avisosoficiais_cn.asp#dsedt
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/ii/2021/06/avisosoficiais_cn.asp#dsedt
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/ii/2021/06/avisosoficiais_cn.asp#dsedt
https://www.gov.mo/zh-hant/services/ps-1318/
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4 Export certificates 
for food  

Health Certificate 
An Export Health Certificate issued by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) is required for each consignment. For 
exports that require an Export Health Certificate, you may forward the import permit / conditions to SFA here. 
 

5 Regulations and 
standards  

Interested exporters who wish to export fish and seafood products to Macau must meet all their regulations 
and standards. The following links are provided as a guide: 
 
(1)General regulations 
Law No. 5/2013: Food Safety Law applies to the production and operation of food and the use of food additives 
and food related products in the process of production and operation. The food safety law mainly regulates the 
supervision and management of food safety, the prevention, control and response measures of food safety 
risks, and the handling mechanism of food safety incidents, so as to ensure the health and life safety of the 
public. In addition, food safety standards, risk monitoring and evaluation, prevention and control measures, 
major food safety incidents and penalties are stipulated. 
 
Law No. 7/2003: Macau's Foreign Trade Law lays down the general principles of foreign trade and the general 
principles of the system for the transportation of goods into the Macau. It includes general provisions, foreign 
trade activities (licensing system, declaration system, foreign trade operators, temporary export, re-import and 
conversion, customs supervision, certificate of origin, records, etc.), penalties, etc. 
 
Amendments to Chief Executive Decision No. 209/2021: Updating List of Goods Regarding "Foreign Trade Law”: 
Chief Executive Decision No. 209/2021 is a compilation of lists of goods regulated by Law No. 7/2003 (External 
Trade Law), which includes three annexes. Annex I lists the goods that are exempted from import licensing or 
quarantine provided that they are imported for personal use or consumption. Annex II lists the goods subject 
to export or import licensing (Table A export list, Table B import list). Annex III lists the goods subject to health 
quarantine and plant quarantine. 
 

https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-import-export/commercial-food-exports
https://csp.sfa.gov.sg/feedback
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/e/news/detail/8cf9481b-669b-415b-8623-cec3c40955a4
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2003/25/lei07_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2021/52/despce_cn.asp#209
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(2)Food additives 
Macau currently has three regulations on specific types of food additives, including Administrative Regulation 
No. 30/2017: Standard for Use of Edible Pigment in Food, Administrative Regulation No. 7/2019: Standard for 
Uses of Preservatives and Antioxidants in Food, Administrative Regulation No. 12/2018: Standard for Use of 
Sweetening Agent in Food. 
 
Administrative Regulation No. 30/2017: Standard for Use of Edible Pigment in Food specifies the edible 
pigments allowed to be used in food and their application scope. At the same time, two tables of edible 
pigments allowed to be used in food are approved. Schedule 1 shows the tar pigments allowed to be used in 
food, including lemon yellow (E102), quinoline yellow (E104), sunset yellow (E110) and other pigments; 
Schedule 2 shows the natural pigments and other pigments allowed to be used in food, including riboflavin 
(E101), carmine (E120), chlorophyll (E140), caramel (E150) and other pigments. 
 
Administrative Regulation No. 7/2019: Standard for Uses of Preservatives and Antioxidants in Food specifies 
the types of preservatives and antioxidants allowed to be used in food, the categories of food allowed to use 
preservatives and antioxidants, and the maximum amount of some preservatives and antioxidants in specific 
food categories. Supplementary documents: Q&A of Standard for Use of Food Additives. 
 
Administrative Regulation No. 12/2018: Standard for Use of Sweetening Agent in Food specifies the types of 
sweeteners allowed to be used in food, the food categories allowed to use sweeteners, and the maximum 
amount of some sweeteners in specific food categories.  
 
In addition, the specific name of food additives, the functions determined by the use, nature of food additives 
and their sub function classification refer to Chief Executive Decision No. 556/2009: Functional Class and 
Specific Name of Food Additives. For the classification system of food additives, refer to Guidance of Food 
Classification System for Food Additive. 
 

https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2017/46/regadm30_cn.asp#30
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2017/46/regadm30_cn.asp#30
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2019/09/regadm07_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2019/09/regadm07_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2018/23/regadm12_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2018/23/regadm12_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2017/46/regadm30_cn.asp#30
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2019/09/regadm07_cn.asp
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/s/news/detail/8cf9481b-669b-415b-8623-cec3c40955a4
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2018/23/regadm12_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2010/02/despce_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2010/02/despce_cn.asp
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/636794456591944.pdf
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/636794456591944.pdf
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For the categories of food additives for which no laws and regulations have been formulated in Macau, please 
refer to the Codex standards, supplemented by the standards of major origin, the national standards of the 
people's Republic of China and the standards of adjacent regions. 
 
(3)Contaminants 
Administrative Regulation No. 23/2018: Maximum Limits of Heavy Metal Contaminants in Food stipulates the 
limits of arsenic, cadmium, lead and mercury in fish and seafood products. The food categories, sub categories 
and specific examples of each category of food included in the regulation refer to Supplementary Documents: 
Description and Examples of Some Food Categories in "Maximum Limits of Heavy Metal Contaminants in 
Foods". 
 
Administrative Regulation No. 6/2014: List of Prohibited Substances in Food stipulates that the prohibited 
substances in food are malachite green, nitrofurans, diethylstilbestrol, chloramphenicol, melamine, sudan red, 
borax or boric acid. 
 
Administrative Regulation No. 16/2014: Maximum Limits for Radionuclide in Foods sets the maximum limits of 
radionuclides iodine-131, cesium-134 and cesium-137 in fish and seafood products. 
 
(4)Toxins 
Administrative Regulation No. 13/2016: Maximum Limits of Mycotoxin in Food stipulates the limits of aflatoxin 
B1, aflatoxin M1, ochratoxin A and patulin in various food and agricultural products. 
 
(5)Microorganisms 
Microbiological Guidelines for Ready-to-eat Foods is suitable for ready-to-eat food for human consumption. 
The food is divided into five levels according to the type of food and production process. Each level is divided 
into three results: satisfactory, acceptable and unsatisfactory according to the different content values of 
aerobic colony count, hygienic indicator microorganism and pathogenic microorganism. 

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/list-standards/en/
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2018/36/regadm23_cn.asp
https://www.iam.gov.mo/ShowFile.ashx?p=foodsafetyinfo/imgnews/636715871573924.pdf
https://www.iam.gov.mo/ShowFile.ashx?p=foodsafetyinfo/imgnews/636715871573924.pdf
https://www.iam.gov.mo/ShowFile.ashx?p=foodsafetyinfo/imgnews/636715871573924.pdf
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2014/09/regadm06_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2014/34/regadm16_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2016/22/regadm13_cn.asp
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/636794535619733.pdf
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(6)Veterinary drug residues 
Administrative Regulation No. 13/2013: Regulation on Veterinary Drug Residue in Food stipulates the maximum 
residue limit of veterinary drugs in food, which applies to the maximum residue limit of veterinary drugs in the 
edible part of the animal species specified in the schedule, whether such edible part is at the stage of import, 
processing or sale. The Annex is the list of maximum residue limits of veterinary drugs in food, which is 
composed of drug types, drug names in Mandarin, drug names in English, edible animal species, parts, 
maximum residue limits and units. 
 

6 Labelling, packaging 
and marking 
requirements 
 

(1)Labelling 
Law No. 50/92/M: Conditions to Be Observed in Labeling Foods for Human Consumption specifies the 
requirements that food labels should comply with and is applicable to the supply of prepackaged or non- 
prepackaged food to consumers. The main contents of the regulations include: definition, instructions on the 
label, sales name, name of ingredients, exemption of ingredients, basic storage period, exemption of storage 
period, entity to be labelled, net weight, batch, language, etc. 
 
The label of prepackaged food must have the following instructions: a) name; b) component names; c) basic 
shelf life; d) the name, business name or company name and address of the person in charge of the label or the 
importer; e) net weight; f) identify batch data; g) if there is no relevant country of origin or source information, 
the country of origin or source information shall be specified when it can mislead consumers about the origin 
or true source of food; h) for foods that need to be stored or used under special conditions, the storage and use 
conditions shall be marked on the label; j) if the use method is not marked on the food label, which may cause 
obstacles or difficulties to the correct use of the food, the use method must be marked. 
 
The label of non-prepackaged food must contain the following instructions: a) name; b) if there is no relevant 
country of origin or source information, the country of origin shall be specified when it can mislead consumers 
about the origin or true source of food; c) identification data of the batch; d) basic shelf life. 

https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2013/24/regadm13_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/92/33/declei50_cn.asp
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(2)Packaging and marking requirements 
According to the reply of IAM, the products must comply with the provisions of Administrative Regulation No. 
17/2008 General System of Product Safety since the safety of food contact materials involves product safety, 
and only safe products can be put on the market. 
 

7 Other information (1)Regulations and guidelines related to product import are as follows: 

Hygiene Guidelines on Imported Food 
Hygiene Guidelines on Food Transportation 
Food Recall Guidelines 
List of Trade Guidelines 
Health guidelines for handling raw oysters 
 
(2)Customs 
The Macau Customs is responsible for the supervision of foreign trade activities. Foreign trade activities include 
the import and export of goods subject to pre licensing, the import and transshipment of goods subject to 
health quarantine or plant quarantine, etc. According to the regulations, anyone who imports the goods listed 
in Table B of the Chief Executive Decision No. 209/2021 must apply for an import license from the relevant 
authorized entity and submit it to the customs station together with the required documents for customs 
clearance on the day of delivery. Relevant guidelines are as follows: 
Import Customs/Customs Clearance Procedures 
List of Authorised Entity 
Goods Subject to Sanitary/Phytosanitary Quarantine 
 
(3)Address and contact information of IAM 
For more information, please refer to IAM Contact us. 
Office hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. from Monday to Friday (business as usual at noon). 

https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2008/27/regadm17_cn.asp
https://bo.io.gov.mo/bo/i/2008/27/regadm17_cn.asp
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/637013792640042.pdf
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/636794470994582.pdf
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/637013841493705.pdf
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/e/tradeguidelines/list/
https://www.foodsafety.gov.mo/file?p=foodsafetyinfo/returnGuideLine/636815014984030.pdf
https://www.customs.gov.mo/cn/customs1.html#customs1_5
https://www.customs.gov.mo/cn/customs1.html#customs1_4
https://www.customs.gov.mo/cn/customs1.html#customs1_3
https://www.iam.gov.mo/e/contact/tab/reception/


 
Page 9 of 9 

Last updated 16 January 2023 
 
 

 

Tel (853) 2852 6943 
IAM website http://www.iam.gov.mo 
E-mail webmaster@iam.gov.mo 
 
(4)Foreign trade database 
In the Macao External Merchandise Trade Statistics Database (EMTS), you can query the goods code (HS code) 
and the list of import and export goods subject to import supervision. 
 

 

Disclaimer: SFA is providing this document for information purposes only. While care has been expended in the preparation of this report, SFA 
makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this document. 
Appropriate professional advice should be obtained before relying on or acting on any of the information contained in this document, and neither 
SFA nor any of its officers, employees or agents shall be held liable for any loss or damage, whether direct or indirect, as a result of any improper 
or incorrect use of the information in this document. 

mailto:webmaster@iam.gov.mo
https://www.dsec.gov.mo/EMTS.aspx?lang=zh-MO

