SFA Export Library Market Reports on Food Import Regulations and Standards

Country of Origin

Singapore (SG)

Country of Destination

European Union (EU)

Food Product Category

Fish and Seafood Products

Product Code

CN Codes: 0302 -0309, 1604/05

The information in this document has been compiled and provided by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA). SFA emphasises that importers and
exporters have the responsibility to find out the import requirements of destination countries/regions/markets. Exporters are advised to confirm

with their importers on the im

port requirements and eligibility of their product before exporting.

SN Sub-header

Details

1 Product eligibility /

Fish and seafood products are eligible for export from Singapore to the EU, except for live, chilled, frozen, or

ineligibility processed bivalve molluscs, echinoderms, tunicates, and marine gastropods.
Note: Salted egg fish skin is considered a fishery product. Such fishery product can be exported from Singapore
to the EU, where eggs and egg products must be sourced from approved establishments in EU Member States
or eligible non-EU countries.
2 Importing country The European Council, the Council of the European Union, the European Parliament, and the European
authority Commission are main institutions involved in developing policies and passing legislation that applies throughout

the EU. The European Council defines the EU's overall political direction and priorities. It is not one of the EU's
legislating institutions. The main priority of the_Council of the European Union is to pass legislation based on
proposals presented by the European Commission, in most cases jointly with the European Parliament. The
European Parliament is to pass EU laws, together with the Council of the European Union, based on European
Commission proposals. The European Commission is the sole EU institution tabling laws for adoption by the
Parliament and the Council, and monitors the Member States’ application and implementation of EU legislation.
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/european-council/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en

As an independent department, the EU Food Safety Authority (EFSA) mainly provides scientific opinions and
suggestions on food safety to the European Commission. DG SANTE is the department in the European
Commission (EC) responsible for EU policy on food safety and health laws within EU. It is mainly responsible for
drafting relevant laws and regulations in the field of food safety, cooperating with member states to ensure EU
food safety, supervising the implementation of laws and regulations of member state, and being responsible
for fast early warning of food safety risks and handling of emergencies, etc. The border control post under the
DG SANTE inspects food products entering the EU.

Pre-export
approvals by the
importing country

Products
Regulation (EU) 2021/405 lays down the lists of third countries or regions which are authorised to introduce
certain animals and goods intended for human consumption to the EU.

- Article 12 states the list of third countries or regions authorised to export consignments of live, chilled,
frozen, or processed bivalve molluscs, echinoderms, tunicates, and marine gastropods to the EU. Such
bivalve molluscs as defined in point 2.1 of Annex | to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 means filter-feeding
lamellibranch molluscs. Singapore is not in the approved list in Annex VIII.

- Article 13 states the list of third countries or regions authorised to export consignments of fishery
products to the EU. Such fishery products as defined in point 3.1 of Annex | to Regulation (EC) No
853/2004 means all seawater and freshwater animals whether wild or farmed and including all edible
forms, parts and products of such animals. Singapore is in the approved list in Annex IX.

Regulation (EU) 2021/404 lays down the lists of third countries, territories, or zones of the listed species and
categories of live animals, germinal products, and fresh products of animal origin which are permitted for the
entry into the EU. Such products must be accompanied by the necessary model official certificate.
- Annex XXI provides the list relating to consignments of certain aquatic animals. Such consignments of
all listed species of Cyprinidae of live aquatic animals or fresh products from Singapore are permitted.
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/health-and-food-safety_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/health-and-food-safety_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0405-20221215
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0404-20221027

Establishments
The list of approved third country establishments can be viewed here. The list of establishments in Singapore
approved to process fishery products can be viewed here.

To be considered for listing by DG SANTE, the establishment must meet EU’s regulations and standards before
submitting their form online to SFA, who will then verify before recommending to DG SANTE for final decision.
Approved establishments are subject to periodic food audits and controls by the Directorate F Health and Food
Audits & Analysis of DG SANTE to ensure compliance to the EU regulations and standards.

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 lays down specific rules on the hygiene of food of animal origin for food business
operators. In particular, Chapter | Article 6 states that the products of animal origin from third countries shall
be imported only if the establishments (handling the raw material or processing the finished product) are
permitted by the EU competent authority.

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 lays down rules for the performance of EU official controls and other official activities
by the competent authorities of the Member States. Article 126 states that the consignments of animals and
goods (including the use of raw material) from third countries need to comply with relevant requirements.
Article 127(3)(e) states that the EU-approved establishments from which animals or goods are exported to the
EU must be guaranteed and regulated by the competent authorities of the third country.

Regulation (EU) 2022/2293 lists countries with an approved control plan on the use of pharmacologically active
substances, the maximum residue limits of pharmacologically active substances and pesticides, and the
maximum levels of contaminants as the condition to use products or raw materials from such countries to
produce foods of animal origin for export to the EU. Annex states that establishments in Singapore are
permitted to use raw material (aquaculture) originating in Singapore in accordance with Article 2a.

In summary, the criteria for establishment to be approved include but not limited to the following:
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/publication/establishment/index#!/search?countryCode=SG&sort=country.translation
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/publication/establishment/SG-FFP-6-en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/health-and-food-safety_en
https://csp.sfa.gov.sg/feedback
https://ec.europa.eu/food/audits_analysis_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/health-and-food-safety_en#leadership
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/health-and-food-safety_en#leadership
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20220128
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R2293

- The ingredients of animal origin for processing in Singapore and export to the EU must be sourced from
an EU-approved establishment here;

- The ingredients of animal origin are accompanied with Health Certificates that include EU’s food safety
attestations when imported into Singapore;

- The processing establishment must maintain a valid HACCP certificate for processing the type (s) of food
product for export to the EU;

- The processing establishment must develop a water quality monitoring programme to ensure quality of
water used for food production meets Directive 98/83/EC;

- The processing establishment must update the internal testing programme for food safety according to
EU’s standards/limits.

Importers
Importers should be aware of the inspection measures carried out by authorities at the place of destination.

Regulation (EU) 2021/632 establishes the lists of animals, products of animal origin, germinal products, animal
by-products and derived products, and composite products that are subject to official controls at border control
posts. The qualifications of the official control of various products are listed in the Annex.

Regulation (EU) 2019/2129 lays down rules for the uniform application of the appropriate frequency rate of
identity checks and physical checks on certain consignments of animals and goods. In particular, Annex | states
the baseline criteria and baseline frequency rates for identity checks and physical checks.

Export certificates
for food

Export Health Certificate
An Export Health Certificate issued by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) is required for each consignment. For
exports that require an Export Health Certificate, you may forward the import permit / conditions to SFA here.
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/directory/publication/establishment/index#!/search?countryCode=SG&sort=country.translation
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1497486745723&uri=CELEX:01998L0083-20151027
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0632-20220818
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02019R2129-20211226
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-import-export/commercial-food-exports
https://sfa.gov.sg/feedback

Regulation (EU) 2022/2292 adds supplementary requirements for the entry into the EU of consignments of
certain animals and goods. In particular, Article 21 states that each consignment of products of animal origin
for specific CN codes shall enter the EU only where the consignment is accompanied by an official certificate
issued by the competent authority. Such official certificate shall certify the products meet the following
requirements:

a) The fishery products have been processed, stored, wrapped, packaged and transported in accordance with
the relevant hygiene conditions laid down in Annex Il to Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 and Section VIII of Annex
Il to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004;

b) The products of animal origin have been marked with an identification mark in accordance with Section | of
Annex Il to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004;

c) The fishery products meet the relevant health standards laid down in Section VIII, Chapter V, of Annex Il to
Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 and the relevant microbiological criteria laid down in Chapter 1 and Chapter 2.4
of Annex | to Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005;

d) [For live fish and processed seafood product] Regulation (EU) 2020/2235 lays down rules regarding animal
health certificates for the entry into the EU. In particular, Article 14 states that the model animal health/official
certificate for live fish, live crustaceans and products of animal origin from those aquatic animals (including
those intended for further processing) shall correspond to the model FISH-CRUST-HC certificate as set out in
Chapter 28 of Annex Ill. Such live aquatic animals of the species and categories must originate from a country,
territory, zone or compartment which appears in column 2 of the table in Part 1 of Annex XXI to Regulation (EU)
2021/404. In particular, consignments of all listed species of Cyprinidae of live aquatic animals or fresh products
from Singapore are permitted.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022R2292
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0852-20210324
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20211028
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R2073-20200308
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02020R2235-20220716
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0404-20221027
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02021R0404-20221027

Regulations and
standards

Interested exporters who wish to export fish and seafood products to the EU must meet all their regulations
and standards. The following links are provided as a guide:

(1)General Principles

Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 lays down the general principles and requirements of food law governing food
and feed in general, and food and feed safety in particular. It also lays down procedures for matters with a
direct or indirect impact on food and feed safety.

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 lays down rules for the performance of EU official controls and other official activities
by the competent authorities of the Member States. For more information on the legislation on official controls,
please click here.

(2)Food Hygiene

Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 lays down general rules for food business operators on the hygiene of foodstuffs.
This Regulation shall apply to all stages of production, processing, and distribution of food. In particular, Chapter
IV Article 10 states the requirements that are relevant to imported food.

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 lays down specific rules on the hygiene of foodstuffs of animal origin for food
business operators. They shall apply to unprocessed and processed products of animal origin. In particular,
Chapter Il Article 6 states the obligations of food business operators concerning imported food on products of
animal origin. Such products must be imported from third country of dispatch listed and approved by EU.

(3)Microbiological Criteria

Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005 lays down the microbiological criteria for certain microorganisms and the
implementing rules to be complied with by food business operators when implementing the general and
specific hygiene measures referred to in Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 852/2004.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02002R0178-20220701
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02017R0625-20220128
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/official-controls-and-enforcement/legislation-official-controls_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0852-20210324
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R2073-20200308&qid=1636526889063

(4)Contaminants

Regulation (EC) No 1881/2006 lays the maximum levels for certain contaminants in foodstuffs. Food with levels
of contaminants higher than those specified in the Annex to this Regulation shall not be sold in the market. The
maximum levels shall apply to the edible part of food concerned.

(5)Veterinary Drug Residues
Regulation (EU) No 37/2010 lays down the maximum residue limits for pharmacologically active substances.
Table 1 of Annex lists the allowed substances and Table 2 lists the prohibited substances.

(6)Pesticide Residues

Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 establishes the maximum levels of pesticide residues (MRL) in or on food and feed
of plant and animal origin or parts covered by Annex |. Regulation (EU) 2023/128 amends Annexes Il, Il and V
to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 regarding the maximum residue levels of certain pesticides in or on food and
feed of plant and animal origin. The EU Pesticides Database allows users to search for information on active
substances used in plant protection products, Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) in food products, and
emergency authorisations of plant protection products in Member States.

(7)Food Additives

Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 lays down rules on food additives used in foods. It also provides the Community
lists of approved food additives as set out in Annexes Il and Ill, conditions of use of food additives in foods, and
rules on the labelling of food additives sold as such. This Regulation shall not apply to processing aids,
substances used for the protection of plants and plant products relating to plant health, substances added to
foods as nutrients, substances used for the treatment of water for human consumption, flavourings, and food
enzymes.

Regulation (EC) No 1332/2008 lays down rules on food enzymes used in foods, including such enzymes used as
processing aids. In particular, Chapter IV Article 14 states that for food enzymes which are not included in the
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R1881-20220701
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02010R0037-20220509
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20221214
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023R0128
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02005R0396-20221214
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1420717837383&uri=CELEX:02008R1333-20141106
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1333-20221031
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1332-20121203

risk assessment of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), the producer of that food enzyme, before
marketing the food enzyme, shall submit to the Commission the necessary data.

Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 lays down rules on flavouring and food ingredients with flavouring properties for
use in and on foods. In particular, Chapter Ill Article 9 establishes flavourings and source material for which an
evaluation and approval is required. The Food Flavourings Database allows user to search for information on
the flavouring substances approved for use in food and their conditions of use.

Regulation (EC) No 2065/2003 lays down a Community procedure for the evaluation and authorisation of
primary smoke condensates and primary tar flavourings for use as such in or on foods or in the production of
derived smoke flavourings for use in or on foods; and a Community procedure for the establishment of a list of
primary smoke condensates and primary tar flavourings authorised to the exclusion of all others in the
Community and their conditions of use in or on foods.

Regulation (EC) No 1925/2006 establishes the harmonized requirements on the addition of vitamins and
minerals and of certain other substances to foods. In particular, Chapter Il Article 3 states that only vitamins
and/or minerals listed in Annex |, in the forms listed in Annex Il, may be added to foods, subject to the rules laid
down in this Regulation.

Directive 2009/32/EC establishes the extraction solvents used or intended for use in the production of food and
food ingredients. It does not apply to extraction solvents used in the production of food additives, vitamins, and
other nutritional additives, unless such food additives, vitamins or nutritional additives are listed in Annex I.

Labelling, packaging
and marking
requirements

(1)Labelling

Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 establishes food labelling requirements. Chapter IV Section 1 Article 9 states the
list of mandatory particulars to be included in the food label. Article 13 states the presentation of mandatory
particulars which include font size. Section 2 Article 26 states that the country of origin or place of provenance
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02008R1334-20220926
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/foods_system/main/?sector=FFL&auth=SANCAS
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02003R2065-20210327
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R1925-20220622
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02009L0032-20161109
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02011R1169-20180101

must be indicated for meat failing within the Combined Nonmenclature codes as listed in Annex XI. Section 3
Article 30 states the content of the mandatory nutrition declaration to be included in the food label.

Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 establishes the harmonized requirements on use of nutrition and health claims
on foods. Regulation (EU) No 432/2012 establishes a list of permitted health claims made on foods. The EU
Register of Nutrition and Health Claims allows user to check for information only on (i) permitted nutrition
claims and their conditions of use, (ii) authorised health claims and their conditions of use and applicable
restrictions if any, and (iii) non-authorised health claims and the reasons for their non-authorisation.

(2)Packaging Materials

Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 stipulates the requirements for materials and articles, including active and
intelligent food contact materials, which in their finished state are intended to be or already in contact with
food. In particular, Article 5 states that specific measures may be adopted or amended for the groups of
materials and articles listed in Annex I. Such specific measures include but not limited to the following:

- Regulation (EU) No 10/2011 on plastic materials and articles intended to come into contact with food,

- Regulation (EU) 2022/1616 on recycled plastic materials and articles intended to come into contact with
foods,

- Regulation (EC) No 1895/2005 on the restriction of use of certain epoxy derivatives in materials and
articles intended to come into contact with food,

- Directive 2007/42/EC of relating to materials and articles made of regenerated cellulose film intended
to come into contact with foodstuffs,

- Directive 94/62/EC lays down measures aimed at preventing the production of packaging waste and as
additional fundamental principles at recovering packaging waste, and

- Directive 84/500/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to ceramic articles
intended to come into contact with foodstuffs.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R1924-20141213
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02012R0432-20210517
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/labelling-and-nutrition/nutrition-and-health-claims/eu-register-health-claims_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/labelling-and-nutrition/nutrition-and-health-claims/eu-register-health-claims_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:02004R1935-20210327
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02011R0010-20200923
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02022R1616-20220920
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32005R1895
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32007L0042&qid=1555548831166
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01994L0062-20180704
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01984L0500-20050520

(3)Identification Marking

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 lays down specific rules on the hygiene of foodstuffs of animal origin for food
business operators. In particular, Article 5 states that products of animal origin must be affixed with
identification marks in compliance with Section 1 of Annex II.

Other Information

(1) Control System
More information on imports to EU (including sanitary and phytosanitary requirements) are also available on
DG SANTE website EU entry conditions and DG Trade portal Access2Markets.

Competent authorities in EU Member States are responsible for carrying out official controls and enforcement
systems to verify business compliance. All business operators must ensure compliance. Imported products can
be inspected at the time of import or at all further stages of distribution and marketing. Information on the
infringements of EU food and feed legislation (such as identified and detected health risks and hazards) and risk
treatment measures are notified and shared through the Rapid Alert System on Food and Feeds (RASFF).

For animals (including animal products), the use of TRACES (TRAde Control and Expert System), initiated by
economic operator responsible for the consignment in EU, for the issuance of Common Health Entry Documents
(CHED) is mandatory. This pre-notifies the Border Control Post of the arrival of consignment because such
imported live animals and animal products may present transmission risks of human and animal diseases. The
Border Control Post will then determine the official controls to be performed and make any decisions taken on
that basis. The competent authority of the country of final destination will finally confirm the status of
consignment and the basis of the authority’s decision.

(2) Import Procedures
Guide for import of goods outlines the general steps to import products to EU.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02004R0853-20221208
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/international-affairs/eu-entry-conditions_en
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/results?product=06011010&origin=US&destination=AT
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/official-controls-and-enforcement_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/official-controls-and-enforcement_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/rasff-food-and-feed-safety-alerts_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/traces_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/traces/certificates-documents-and-features_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/veterinary-border-control_en
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content/guide-import-goods

For more information on the import of foods, please see the following:
- Reports and guidelines that cover the veterinary border control topic.
- Products of animal origin for human consumption that cover the health requirements.

Disclaimer: SFA is providing this document for information purposes only. While care has been expended in the preparation of this report, SFA
makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this document.
Appropriate professional advice should be obtained before relying on or acting on any of the information contained in this document, and neither
SFA nor any of its officers, employees or agents shall be held liable for any loss or damage, whether direct or indirect, as a result of any improper

or incorrect use of the information in this document.
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/veterinary-border-control/reports-and-guidelines_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals/animal-products-movements/products-animal-origin-human-consumption_en

