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English Translation (SFA’s reply to Lianhe Zaobao’s forum, 13 October 2022

Title: Ensuring food security for all

We agree with Bk E I in his reflections on pig farming in his 8 October letter ([B]{Z #r N3 F=5& M)

In March 1984, then Deputy Prime Minister Goh Keng Swee announced the phasing out of pig
farming in Singapore. He noted the immense environmental and economic costs of continuing pig
farming. Raising pigs locally consumed valuable land, water, and energy resources. Importing pigs
would not only be economical for Singapore in the long run, it would also potentially bolster
relations with supplier countries.

Since then, Singapore has diversified its import sources for pork, with more than 20 active sources
last year. Live pigs were imported from places like Indonesia and Sarawak, while the chilled or frozen
pork comes from countries like Australia and Brazil. To strengthen our food security, Singapore will
continue to diversify its import sources.

Our import source diversification has served us well thus far. However, with over 90% of our food
imported, Singapore is vulnerable to food supply disruptions brought about by external factors such
as disease outbreaks, climate change and global pandemics like COVID-19.

Besides import source diversification, Singapore Food Agency has also been securing the country’s
food supply through other strategies, such as growing local. This was why we set a ‘30 by 30’ goal in
2019 to build our local production capability and capacity to meet 30% of our nutritional needs by
2030. We plan to do this not just productively, but also in ways that are resource-optimal, climate-
resilient, and sustainable.

We seek the support of consumers to support our local farmers and buy local produce as it is safe,
fresher, and lasts longer, and enables us to build a more resilient food future for Singapore. At a
time of food supply chain disruptions, we encourage consumers to be open to alternative sources of
food in their diets.

Yii Chen Lun, Martin 6y

Director B

Joint Policy & Planning Division B\ & Bk S k2
Singapore Food Agency FiNiE B &5



Lianhe Zaobao forum letter, 8 October 2022
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