Lianhe Zaobao forum letter reply, 14 May

Translation
Prepacked herbs have to comply with SFA’s food safety standards and labelling requirements
In his letter dated 6 May, Mr Loong asked, “Have the criteria for food packaging labelling been
relaxed?” and suggested for SFA to review food packaging labels of products sold in Chinese Medicine
Halls.
Under the Singapore Food Regulations, all prepacked food products sold in Singapore must be labelled
in English, and include basic information including a common name or description of food and a
complete statement of ingredients. SFA reviews our food labelling requirements regularly to ensure
that they remain up to date. Food business operators are required to ensure that the food does not
contain prohibited substances and is safe for human consumption.
Chinese herbs are considered as food-health products, given their use as ingredients for both
medicinal and food products. In general, food-health products are regulated by SFA if they are taken
as a part of a daily diet or supplementation to a diet with no defined dosage. Prepacked herbs for
culinary purposes and not intended for medicinal purposes will have to comply with SFA’s food safety
standards and labelling requirements. Herbal materials that are intended for medicinal purposes (i.e.
Traditional Medicine Materials) are under the purview of Health Sciences Authority (HSA).

The assurance of food safety is a joint responsibility between the government, food industry and
consumers. Food manufacturers and traders must work closely with SFA to ensure that the food sold
in Singapore comply with our food safety standards and requirements. All parties have a role to play
in ensuring food safety. Consumers can also play their part and exercise discretion when choosing
food products.
We thank Mr Loong for his feedback.
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