SFA Export Library Market Reports on Food Import Regulations and Standards

Country of Origin

Singapore (SG)

Country of Destination

Maldives (MV)

Food Product Category

Milk and Dairy Products

Product Code

HS Codes: 0401 - 0406, 19011041/42/49/90, 19019040, 2105, 22029900

The information in this document has been compiled and provided by the Singapore Food Agency (SFA). SFA emphasises that importers and
exporters have the responsibility to find out the import requirements of destination countries/regions/markets. Exporters are advised to confirm
with their importers on the import requirements and eligibility of their product before exporting.

SN | Sub-header Details
1 Product eligibility / | Dairy products are eligible to be exported from Singapore to Maldives.
ineligibility
2 Importing country | The Maldives Food and Drug Authority (MFDA) under the Ministry of Health (MOH) is the main institution
authority responsible for the inspection of imported food. The safety of food imported to Maldives at seaports and
airport is controlled by International Border Health Unit of Health Protection Agency (HPA).
3 Pre-export approvals | Establishments

by the
country

importing

No establishment listing is required for dairy products exported from Singapore to the Maldives.

Importers

Importers should be aware of the inspection measures carried out by authorities at the place of destination.
National Food Safety Policy (2017-2026) issued by MFDA states that inspection by the International Border
Health Unit is performed for labelling, expiry date, and ingredients of packaged and processed food.

Import license
According to Maldives Export, Import and Re-Export Regulation (2012/R-34), any party wishing to import
goods into Maldives for commercial purposes must be registered with Maldives Customs Service.
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https://health.gov.mv/en/departments/maldives-food-and-drug-authority
https://health.gov.mv/en/
https://health.gov.mv/en/departments/health-protection-agency
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/national-food-safety-policy-2017-2026
https://health.gov.mv/en/departments/maldives-food-and-drug-authority
https://www.customs.gov.mv/Business/Importers/register-impexp

As per Maldives Export/Import Law (No: 31/79), all goods imported are subject to a Revenue Fee of MRF 1 for
every MRF 100 worth the value of goods imported.

Export certificates for
food

Free Sale Certificate
A Free Sale Certificate (food) may be requested by the importer as evidence that the food product for export
meets Singapore’s food safety regulations.

Regulations and
standards

Interested exporters who wish to export dairy products to Maldives must meet all their regulations and
standards. According to the National Food Safety Policy (2017-2026) issued by MFDA, attempts have been
made by Maldives to harmonize legislation between trading countries by adopting several Codex Alimentarius
Commission (Codex) standards. The following links are provided as a guide:

(1) Pesticide Residues

Codex Pesticides Residues in Food Online Database contains Codex maximum residue limits for pesticides and
Extraneous Maximum Residue Limits adopted by Codex. The foods listed shall not contain more than the MRL
or EMRL (in mg/kg) of the pesticide residue (defined in each individual case in the definition of residue) at (a)
the point of entry into a country or (b) at the point of entry into trade channels within a country. This maximum
limit shall not be exceeded at any time thereafter.

(2) Veterinary Drug Residues

Codex Veterinary Drug Residue in Food Online Database contains Codex maximum residue limits for veterinary
drug residue limits adopted by Codex. In the database a user can obtain information on Maximum Residue
Limits (MRLs) and Risk Management Recommendations (RMRs) for residues of veterinary drugs in foods. The
database also allows to search for veterinary drugs within a functional class.

(3) Contaminants and Toxins

According to Codex Standards in the WHO South-East Asia Region issued by WHO, Maldives adopts Codex
standards for the supervision of contaminants and toxins in food. General Standard for Contaminants and
Toxins in Food and Feed (CXS 193-1995) contains the main principles which are recommended by Codex in
dealing with contaminants and toxins in food and feed and lists the maximum levels and associated sampling
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https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC088998
https://www.sfa.gov.sg/e-services/e-service-details/free-sale-certificate/free-sale-certificate-details
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/national-food-safety-policy-2017-2026
https://health.gov.mv/en/departments/maldives-food-and-drug-authority
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1136699/retrieve
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B193-1995%252FCXS_193e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B193-1995%252FCXS_193e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/

plans of contaminants and natural toxicants in food and feed which are recommended by Codex to be applied
to commodities moving in international trade.

(4) Microorganisms
The products should comply with any microbiological criteria established in accordance with the Principles
and Guidelines for the Establishment and Application of Microbiological Criteria Related to Foods (CXG 21-

1997).

(5) Food Additives

According to Codex Standards in the WHO South-East Asia Region issued by WHO, Maldives adopts Codex
standards for the supervision of food additives used in food. According to General Standard for Food Additives
(CXS 192-1995), only the food additives listed herein are recognized as suitable for use in foods in conformance
with the provisions of this Standard. Database of Specifications for Flavourings provides the most recent
specifications for flavourings evaluated by JECFA.

(6) Product Standards
According to Codex Standards in the WHO South-East Asia Region issued by WHO, imported dairy products
shall also meet the relevant requirements of the following product standards:

e Standard for Milk Powders and Cream Powder (CXS 207-1999)

e General Standard for the Use of Dairy Terms (CXS 206-1999)

Imported formula and dairy products shall also meet the relevant requirements of the Regulation on Import,
Produce and Sale of Breast Milk Substitutes in the Maldives.

Labelling, packaging

and
requirements

marking

(1) Labelling

MFDA-FCD-STAN-4-2014: National Standard for Labelling Prepackaged Food which adopts Codex Standards
applies to the labelling of all pre-packaged foods to be offered as such to the consumer or catering purposes
and to certain aspects relating to the presentation thereof. The standard states that pre-packaged food shall
not be described or presented on any label or in any labelling in a manner that is false, misleading, or deceptive
or is likely to create an erroneous impression regarding its character in any respect.
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https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXG%2B21-1997%252FCXG_021e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXG%2B21-1997%252FCXG_021e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXG%2B21-1997%252FCXG_021e.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1136699/retrieve
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B192-1995%252FCXS_192e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B192-1995%252FCXS_192e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality/scientific-advice/jecfa/jecfa-flav/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1136699/retrieve
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B207-1999%252FCXS_207e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B206-1999%252FCXS_206e.pdf
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/regulation-on-import-produce-and-sale-of-breast-milk-substitutes-in-the-maldives
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/regulation-on-import-produce-and-sale-of-breast-milk-substitutes-in-the-maldives
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/national-standard-for-labelling-prepackaged-food
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/pt/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXS%2B1-1985%252FCXS_001e.pdf

The labelling in pre-packaged food is required in Dhivehi or English. If language on the original label is not in
Dhivehi or English, a supplementary label containing mandatory information is required in either Dhivehi or
English and approved by MFDA.

The following are mandatory in the label:
- Name of the food
- List of ingredients (except single ingredient foods)
- Processing aids and carry-over of food additives
- Net contents and drained weight
- Name and address of the manufacturer, packer, distributor, exporter, or vendor of the food
- Country of origin
- Lot Identification
- Date marking and storage instructions
- Instructions for use

Chapter 5. Additional Mandatory Requirements of the National Standard for Labelling Prepackaged Food sets
out additional labelling requirements for specific products that are organic or genetically modified.

Section 7. Labelling of Designated Products of the Regulation on import, produce and sale of breast milk
substitutes in the Maldives specifies labelling conditions for breast milk substitutes.

According to Codex Standards in the WHO South-East Asia Region issued by WHO, Maldives has adopted
Codex guidelines on nutrition and health claims and nutrition labeling.

General Guidelines on Claims (CXG 1-1979) relate to claims made for a food irrespective of whether or not the
food is covered by an individual Codex Standard.

Guidelines for Use of Nutrition and Health Claims (CXG 23-1997) relate to the use of nutrition and health claims
in food labelling and, where required by the authorities having jurisdiction, in advertising.
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https://health.gov.mv/en/departments/maldives-food-and-drug-authority
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/national-standard-for-labelling-prepackaged-food
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/regulation-on-import-produce-and-sale-of-breast-milk-substitutes-in-the-maldives
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/regulation-on-import-produce-and-sale-of-breast-milk-substitutes-in-the-maldives
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1136699/retrieve
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXG%2B1-1979%252FCXG_001e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXG%2B23-1997%252FCXG_023e.pdf

Guidelines on Nutrition Labelling (CXG 2-1985) recommend procedures for the nutrition labelling of foods and
apply to the nutrition labelling of all foods.

(2) Packaging Materials

Standard for classification of Biodegradable Plastic Bags 2012 is the standard for classifying biodegradable
plastic bags in the Maldives. Bags intended for food packaging shall not contain any material that would
negatively affect the food.

Other information

Food Transportation
Standard for Transport, Handling and Storage of Food specifies precautions for the safe handling of food and
its distribution, transportation and storage, and procedures for maintaining food quality.

WTO Import Licensing Procedures
Maldives’ legislation and notifications

Contact Information
Ministry of Health (MOH)
Phone: +960 3328887
Email: moh@health.gov.mv
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https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FStandards%252FCXG%2B2-1985%252FCXG_002e.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.mv/biodiversity/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Regulation-on-Standard-for-Biodegradable-Plastic-Bags.pdf
https://health.gov.mv/en/downloads/standard-for-transport-handling-and-storage-of-food-1
https://lic-public.wto.org/en/members/maldives
https://health.gov.mv/en/
mailto:moh@health.gov.mv

Disclaimer: SFA is providing this document for information purposes only. While care has been expended in the preparation of this report, SFA
makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of any information contained in this document.
Appropriate professional advice should be obtained before relying on or acting on any of the information contained in this document, and neither
SFA nor any of its officers, employees or agents shall be held liable for any loss or damage, whether direct or indirect, as a result of any improper

or incorrect use of the information in this document.
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